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Work Party No2

On February 15th, the Friends convened once again 
at the Wish Tower to finish the clearing out.

Not only did we manage to remove all the loose 
sheets of chipboard and plywood, but Steve and 
Anthony managed to get rid of all the old display 
cabinets from the puppet museum.

This left us (eventually) with a great empty space in 
which we could imagine having events.

All in all it took the effort of 18 people, 77 hours of 
work and two skips to dispose of about 20 cubic 
yards of rubbish.

Huge thanks to all the volunteers - but a special 
mention to Steve who brought power tools with him 
and led the drive to safely dismantle the extremely 
sturdy cabinets.

Robert fell foul of awful traffic on his journey down, 
but our fantastic volunteers stepped up, and helped 
carry the set to the Tower, and we were ready to go 
less than 20 minutes after his arrival.

After we assembled in the basement, the torches 
we used to light the stairs were turned off and the 
performance was lit only by candlelight.

The short interval was held on the roof. Visitors 
braved the rain and wind to get a breathtaking view 
of Eastbourne’s seafront,

Everyone agreed that, despite being small, the Tower 
was a lovely space for such a great performance.

We’re hoping to host Robert again later in the year, 
but if you can’t wait to see him again, you can catch 
him in another show - “The Time Machine” - at the 
Underground Theatre on 27th or 28th June  

For more details see  
http://undergroundtheatre.co.uk/ 

Ghostly Goings-on

Robert Lloyd Parry joined us 
on 28th February to recount 
two of M R James’ eerily 
spooky ghost stories.

As the Tower is a little light on 
facilities, the Western View 
cafe kindly agreed to open for  
our audience to meet.
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Thank you

It’s very easy to forget the “behind the scenes” 
support we get which enables the group to do the 
things that hit the headlines.  So we’d like to devote a 
few lines to the people folk that are making it possible 
for us all to start to enjoy our Tower.

Old Town and Meads wards for devolved budget 
grant funding.

Peter and Pat H, and Mike S who made A boards for 
use outside the tower.

Peter W and friend for lending us a brilliant display 
screen.

Wendy P for designing the kids’ infomation sheets

Eastbourne Council for a variety of things from the 
lease, to chairs, to printing

Eastbourne Herald for pictures, features and 
enthusiasm

Paula N & her employer ISS for extra vests

Tour guides Paul, Shirley, Terry, Lee, Liz & Sam

...and all the Friends, donors and tour guides - you 
all rock!

Future Plans

As much as we’re itching to get and fix the roof so we 
can get rid of our rain-catching buckets, there are a 
few things we need to do first.

Obviously, we have to raise the money and donations 
and event ticket sales contribute to this, but there’s a 
stage that has to happen before then.

We will be drawing up a Conservation Management 
Plan (CMP) with the help of professionals, and the 
council who own the main lease of the building.

We’re going to take the unusual step of doing our 
CMP as a community undertaking.  This means you 
can get involved if you’d like.

Keep an eye on this newsletter and our website to 
find out how to get involved.

Open for Tours

Easter Weekend was mightily exciting.  We opened 
to the public for the first time.

Our newly-trained tour guides studied background 
material, practiced on friends, and then launched 
themselves on the public.

Everyone who has had a tour seems to have enjoyed 
it which is really great news.

During the weekend we had to turn about 30 people 
away as we were fully booked, but now we’re 
underway we’re planning more tours and we’ll aim to 
advertise them widely so that more people can join 
us.


